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Program Summary: Seneca Perry (1796-1860), a boat wright turned carpenter-joiner, relocated his 

family from Bennington, VT to Keeseville when his son, Isaac Gale Perry, was 7.  Isaac (1822-1904) attended 

the Keeseville Academy until age 10 when he left to apprentice with his father from 1832-1854. In New York 

City, Isaac apprenticed in the office of architect Thomas R. Jackson (1826-1901).  Known as New York’s first 

“State Architect,” Isaac Gale Perry was active across the state building institutional structures and finishing the 

New York State Capital in Albany.  This talk is focused on four local buildings that were once part of the 

townscape of Keeseville and Ausable Chasm that the Perrys built or designed together or alone. 

Guest Speaker: Robin Caudell  is an award-winning journalist, reporting for the past 32 years at the 

Plattsburgh Press-Republican.  She is a passionate researcher intrigued by forgotten histories that she seeks to 

illuminate through articles, poetry, presentations, reenactments or theatrical performances.  She holds a BS in 

Journalism from the University of Maryland and an MFA in Creative Writing from Goddard College. A native 

of Maryland’s Eastern Shore and U.S. Air Force Veteran, she is a founding member of the Plattsburgh Air Force 

Base Museum and the North Star Underground Railroad Historical Association.  
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